IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following listing of the claims replaces all prior versions and all prior 
listings. Claims 10-13, 16, 35-38, 41, 48, and 49 are canceled, without prejudice or disclaimer of 
subject matter, and Claims 1-9, 14, 15, 17-34, 39, 40, and 42-47 are amended as follows. 

. I (^mi^'lly AllH'ii'lH) A *1<-y.j^frr d^tfrminjn^ conditions for 

processing to be carried out on data in a file, by at least one input/output mejpis^which modulates 
a physical quantity, comprising: 

means for determining semanfo& of the processing content of the data 

/ \^/ > in the file: : and 

pilot configuration determination means adapted, without modifying 
the data, to take into account the scpfantics of th e proc e ssing content of the data in the file for 
determining a configuration ofta the pilot of the input/output means designated to implement the 
processing. 




(Currently Amended) The device according to Claim claim 1 , 

wherein: 

the processing is carried out by at least two input/output means, and 
the pilot configuration used by the pilot configuration determination 
m^arjs-iiieludes selection of the input/output meansint^nded to implement the processing/ 
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- (C unuii lly Auiuiilud) Thedeviar 



including: 

means of for dialoguing with a user adapted Jjyfransmit questions to the 
user and to receive information from the user in response, and ^ 

wherein the pilot configuratiorfaetermination means is also adapted to 
take into account the information received in response from the user in order to determine the 
pilot configuration. 

4. (Current^ Amended) The device according to Giatm claim 3, 
including a memory adapted to store information received in response from the user. 



5. / (Currently Amended) The device according to Claim claim 4, wherein 
said memory is adapted to also store, associated with each item of information received, an item 
of information ^presenting the user who supplied it. 

6. (Currently Amended) The device according to Claim claim 4, wherein 
said memory is adapted to also store, associated with each item of information received, an item 
of information representing a concerned document. 



(Currently Amended) The device according to Claim claim 1, 



luding pilot updating^me^is adapted for: 
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on the one hand to de tect that a pilot of the input/output means intended,. 

to implement the processing is not available or is not up to date in a memory, and 

on the other hand, to read the pilot in another mefnory. 




8. (Currently Amended) The deyjtfe according to €feim claim 1, 

including: 

means for checking an availability of input/output means adapted to 
transmit an item of information representing unavailability for the processing of the data, when 
the means intended to process th^aata is not available for this purpose; and 
^ - the/ frilot configuration determination means is adapted to take into 

account the unavailability information in order to determine a configuration of another 
input/output means for implementing the processing of the data. 



9. (Currently Amended) A device for determining conditions of 
processim/to be ca r ried out on data of a document, by at least one input/output means which uses 
a physiyial quantity, comprising 

quantity det e rmination means for determining at least two quantities related to 

th^ docum e nt, 

means fo r estimating cont e nt of the document ada p ted to take into account 



eadTof the aTfea&ttwo quantities, and 



-4- 



pi lot configu r ation dctcmiinaliuii means adaplid lu toki into acco unt lli i - 
contcnt of the document in orde r to determine a configuration of th e pilot of the inpirt 
means int e nd e d to impl e m e nt the p r ocessing 

according to claim 1 wherein the means for determining the contents of the 
data takes into account each of at least two quantities related>t6 / thedata . 





10-13. (Cancelled) 



14. (Currently Amended) The device according to Claim claim 9, wherein 
the quantity determination mcanys adapted so that one of the quantities represents a number of 
pages in the a document represented by the document data. 

15. / (Currently Amended) A device according to Claim claim 9, wherein 
th e quantity detcraunation means is ada p ted so that one of the quantities represents a number of 
digital information items in the document data. 

16. (Cancelled) 



17. (Currently Amended) A device according to Claim claim 9, wherein 
th/ quantity d e terminatio n means is ad apt e d so that one of the quantities represents a degree of 
7orrjpfeSsTon to be obtained on the document data using^fedeteonined compression sof 
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^(Currentl y Amended) The device according to Claim claim 9, wherein 
the quantity dete r mination m e ans is adapted so that one of the quantities represents a perk 
time necessary for compression of the docum e nt data, by predetermined comppas&on software. 

19. (Currently Amended) The device acpdrding to Claim claim 9, 
including a determination means of for determining paj#s of the document data, wherein: 

the determination means is adaffted to determine at least two quantities relating 
to each of the parts, 

the content estimation means is adapted to estimate content of each of the 
parts, taking into account each quantity relating to the part, and 

the pilot configuration determination means is adapted to take into account 
content of the part in ordei/to determine the configuration of the pilot of the input/output means 
intended to implement/ttie processing on the part. 



20. (Currently Amended) A printer having a device according to Claim 



claim 1. 



21 . (Currently Amended) A facsimile machine, having a device according 



to Claim claim 1 . 



22. (Currently Amended) A modulator-demodulator, having a device 

ac^cprdm^fto-^^ 
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.-23, frwpntly AmPfi^ P/j) A display screen, having a device according to 



Claim claim 1. 



c 




24. (Currently Amended) A photographi^a^paratus, having a device 
according to Claim claim 1 . 

25. (Currently Amended/A camera having an image sensor, including a 
device according to Claim claim 1 . 

26. (Current!^ Amended) A method of determining conditions for 
processing to be carried out on^data in a file, by at least one input/output means which modulates 
a physical quantity, comprising: 

step A of determining semanitics of the processing content of the data 

in the file: and 

a pilot configuration determination step during which, without 
modifying the datajthe semantics of the p r ocessing of the data is taken into account, of 
determining the configuration of the pilot of the input/output means designated to implement the 
processin g, whiqxi, without modifying the data takes into account the content of the data in the 
file. 



27^^-(G ui Te n t ly Am efldexDJhe method according to Claim clai 



wherein; 
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the pilot configuration determination step includes a step of>el€cting of 
the input/output means intended to implement the processing. 



28. (Currently Amended) The methojd^according to Gtatm claim 26, 

including: 

an operation step a of^dialoguing with a user during which questions are 
transmitted to the user and information i§/received from the user in response, and 
( wherein tlW pilot configuration determination step also includes taking 

into account the information received in response from the user in order to determine the pilot 
'^^^onfiguration. 



29. / (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim claim 28, 
including a storage/ step, of storing information received in a response from the user. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim claim 29, 
wherein saLd storage step also includes associating, with each item of information received, an 
item of information representing the user who supplied it. 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim claim 29, 
whe/ein said storage step also includes associating, with each item/of information received, an 



item^6finformation representing^ceucgmed document. 
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~~ 3Z f^^-^^^ The method according to Gfetm claim It 

including a pilot updating step during which: 

on the one hand detecting that a pilot of the inptff7output means 
intended to implement the processing is not available or is not ytf to date in a memory, and 

on the other hand, the pilot is rg^d in another memory. 



33. (Currently Amendp^ The method according to Giatm claim 26, 



including: 



checking/availability of the input/output means during which an item of 
information representing unavailability for the processing of the data is transmitted, when the 
means intended to proces^^hc said data is not available for this purpose; and 

during the determining step, taking into account the unavailability 
information in ordef to determine the configuration of another input/output means able to 
implement the processing of the data. 



34. (Currently Amended) A method of determining conditions of a 
p r ocessing to b e carri e d out on data of a document, by at least one input/output means which uses 
a phy/ical quantity, comprising : 

a quantity determination step of d e termining at least two quantiti e s relat e d to 

th^ document, 

a ste p of estimating content of the document, taking into account each quantity, 
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■ ^co nfiguration determination step of, during which th e content of the 
document is taken into account, determining the configuration of the pilot of the i 
means intended to implem e nt the processing 

according to claim 26. wherein at least two quantities related to the dat a are 
taken into account during the step of determining the contents of the data . 





35-38. (Cancelled) 



39. (Currently Arrfended) The method according to Claim claim 3S 34, 
wherein during the quantity dctennfaation st e p, one of the quantities represents a number of 
pages in the a document repressed by the document data. 



40. /(Currently Amended) A method according to Claim claim 34, wherein 
during th e quantity determination o per ation, one of the quantities represents a number of digital 
information itemy in the docum e nt data . 

41. (Canceled) 



42. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claims claim 34, 
wherein during the quantity determination step one of the quantities represents a degree of 
QOjmrfession to be obtained on the documen T 5ata 4ay using predetermined compression software. 



- 10- 




-43* (Curr e ntly Amended) Thfi mrthnd acmntinp; to fS ai m^aim 34. 

wherein during the quantity determination st e p one of the quantities represents a^irfieriecessary 
for compression of the document data, by predetermined compression^tfftware. 

44. (Currently Amended) The ydmod according to efettms claim 34 26, 
including a step of printing the docum e nt data. 

45. (CurrentlvAmended) The method according to Oarrrr claim 34 26, 
including a step of compressing the data representing the docum e nt data . 



46. / (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim claim 34 26, 
including a step of jdetermining parts of the document data and, for each of the parts, performing: 
a step of determining at least two quantities related to the part, 
a step of estimating content of the part, taking into account each quantity 
related to ^fie part, and 

a configuration determination step of, during which the content of the part is 
taken tfito account, determining the configuration of the pilot of the input/output means intended 
to implement the processing on the part. 



47. (Currently Amended) The method according to Gfarm claim 46, 



ifhephfmaring the part determination step, pages-o£the document data are determined^ 
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